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Spring is coming despite the big snow of a few days ago. Let’s hope that 
it will follow the old saying “March comes in like a lion and goes out like  
a lamb.” 
 

Probus Canada reports in their latest newsletter, that there are 238 active clubs.  This year’s National Probus 
motto, “Be a Friend, Bring a Friend” would be a great one to follow in our own club as it would encourage us to 
bring a friend to our regular meetings where they could enjoy the fellowship of our members. Probus Canada is 
also celebrating its 30th anniversary in 2017, with the first club in Cambridge chartered March 17, 1987. It 
began with 52 members and has grown to 32,500. Something to celebrate! 
 

Plans are underway to celebrate the 30th Anniversary of our club 
 under the guidance of the Activities Chair Russell Mewse.  More details 
 will follow as plans develop. 
 
 
 

Our March Profiler was Probian Keith Bird. Keith was born in St. Catharines 
 and had an illustrious career in the automotive industry. Keith will follow  
up with Part 2 of his saga which will focus on his 36 years as a councillor of  
the Town of Oakville. 
 
 
 

Our main Speaker in March, Dr. Jane Ross, provided an insightful  
and emotional presentation on Mercy Ships and her involvement  
with them. This dedicated surgeon from Sarnia spent two weeks  
of her life volunteering on the  Mercy Ship  off the coast of Africa,  
an experience that changed her life forever. 
 
 

Future Speakers: 
Thursday April 20  Jane Voll from the Bank of Canada 
Thursday May 18 Ted Barris on the Battle of Vimy Ridge 

                                                                                         Stewart Bryan 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thought of the Day 
 
“The man who does not read has no advantage over the man who cannot read.”  

                                                                                                        Mark Twain 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1244.Mark_Twain


 
 

 

February Speakers 

 

PROFILER:   The Chairman introduced Ralph Neville as the Profiler of the day. 

Ralph was born and raised in Toronto. After completing grade 13, he entered the 5 year program 

offered as a route to a career as a CA, for which he qualified in 1968 and he subsequently joined 

Dunwoody & Company (now BDO).  Upon completion of this course he was awarded the CICA 

silver medal. He became a  partner in Dunwoody and, with income tax reform in 1971, he started 

the Tax Department of the firm where he worked for the duration of his career, specializing in 

income tax practice for corporate clients. He was a Governor of the Canadian Tax Foundation and 

served on the CICA Joint Taxation Committee.   
 In 1982 Ralph was named a Fellow of the Canadian Tax Foundation and in 2011 was awarded the ICAO Medal of 

Outstanding Merit. Over time, Ralph was engaged as an expert witness in many trials, including international 

proceedings and he served on the International Insolvency Board for 5 years. Retirement came in 2005, but since then he 

has carried on a consulting practice and served on several boards and audit committees.                           Richard Bowie 

 
Main Speaker 
 

 

 

Jack Talbot introduced the speaker of the day, Jack Pasht, Volunteer, Donor and 

Chairman of Dying With Dignity (DWD). Jack graduated with an honours degree from 

University of Toronto, thereafter studied law but never entered private practice and was 

in the real estate business before deciding that he was interested in the medical field 

and, ultimately, becoming dedicated to championing the right to die well. We learned 

that DWD is the only national organization in Canada dealing with end-of-life rights. It 

has a staff of 8, 11 directors and the benefits of over 10,000 volunteer hrs/yr. Its primary 

object is to educate the population of Canada with regard to the rights of individuals to 

control how they will die in given circumstances. 

 

  

  

 

We were reminded that, up to 2016, all that individuals could do was to leave non-binding instructions in relation to 

the medical handling of conditions leading to their death, given by way of a will, advanced care directive or “living will”. 

Doctors, bound by their oath to ”do no harm” remained in control, having absolute discretion in the matter and there 

was no clear information about what rights individuals might have. We heard how, during 2016, things began to 

change through increasing publicity regarding litigation in which individuals sought the right to choose a medically 

assisted death (MAD) and how the choice was denied in certain cases. It was described how people began to express to 

their MPs and MPPs their concerns about such denials and how the politicians have shown that they do not want to 

deal with the issue. An Ipsos Reid large sample poll indicated that 84% of Canadians were in favour of access to MAD, 

including 80% of Roman Catholics polled. Eventually,  the 9-0 Supreme Court decision in 2016 in the Carter case began 

to bring some clarity with regard to to the right to die in these situations with the court deciding that there was a 

human right to MAD under the Charter of Rights which could be exercised under clearly stated conditions. The court 

added the requirement that Parliament was to legislate within 12 months of the decision to give effect to the terms of 

the judgment We were told how the aggressive opposition of the 16% minority, the funding of the RC church and 

resistance of the CMA (notwithstanding the 85% of its members polled as individuals favouring controlled MAD) have 

combined to help frustrate positive change through legislation. It was described how the situation became complicated 

once more in June 2016 by Bill C-14, the constitutionality of which the speaker questioned. When the legislation 

appeared, new complications (e.g. the requirement that natural death has become “foreseeable’’, the reports that must 

go to a Coroner, and the increased paperwork required of the medical profession.) were introduced and, 

notwithstanding the new law, provincial governments have remained opposed, except for Quebec.  

After a presentation backed by interesting statistics, we were left to ponder 1) the effect of having gained ground in this 

search through the Carter decision and then subsequently having lost much of the ground gained as a result of 

Parliament’s legislation pursuant to the order of the court; and 2) the suggestion that, even if MAD were to be made 

more accessible, only a small percentage (probably less than 5%) of those who qualify will opt for it. 

Finally, the speaker invited us all to engage with our MPs and MPPs over the issue, to talk with our families and write 

down our instructions regarding our wishes, consult the DWD website for information and guidance and donate to 

DWD’s mission or become a DWD volunteer.                                                                                       Richard Bowie 

 

Humor of the Day 
Father O'Malley rose from his bed one morning.  It was a fine spring day in his new Ottawa Parish.  He walked 

to the window of his bedroom to get a deep breath of the beautiful day outside. He then noticed there was . . . 
A donkey lying dead in the middle of his front lawn. He promptly called the 24 Sussex Drive. The conversation 
went like this:"Good morning. This is Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada, how might I help you?" "And 

the best of the day te yerself.  This is Father O'Malley at St. Patrick's Cathedral just up the road.  There's a 
donkey lying dead in me front lawn and would ye be so kind as to send a couple o'yer RCMP lads over to take 
care of the matter?"  Trudeau , considering himself to be quite a wit and recognizing the Irish accent, thinking 
he would have a little fun with the good father, replied,"Well now Father, it was always my impression that 

you people took care of the last rites!”  There was dead silence on the line for a moment . . . .Father O'Malley 
then replied: "Aye,' tis certainly true; but we are also obliged to notify the next of kin first, which is the reason 
for me call."                                                                                                                                Submitted by a member 

of the Wasaga Beach Men's Probus Club 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
    

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Past   Events 

St. Valentine’s Day February 12 at the Glen Abbey Golf Course  (Photos by Peter Pretty) 

 

 

  
 

A winter storm outside Fine food inside “Let me call you sweetheart” 

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat March 15 at the Dunfield Theatre (Photos by Dave Johnson)  

 
  

 Getting on the bus 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
17th. May 2017  We will be going to the University of Guelph for their Honey Bee 
Project. The tour will last about 75 minutes and we will learn how the dwindling bee population is 
being handled here in Canada. You will see the bee project first hand. There is also a small outlet 
there for the purchase of their own produced honey. We will travel by bus for this event, and the 
cost will be $35.00. We will be stopping for lunch after the tour at a local restaurant to “order from 
the menu” There are only a few places left for this trip. 
 
22nd. June 2017  For this event we will be going to the Antique Steam Engine Museum 
at Puslinch. We will begin at the Marina Restaurant at Lake Puslinch for a meal – order from the 
menu” and the tour will take place in the afternoon. This will give the owner of the museum time to 
fire up the engines because they are workable and we will have the opportunity of riding on one 
during our visit. Naturally this event is open to the wives as well, but if they are not interested in the 
actual museum itself, we understand that the owner’s wife has created a very beautiful garden with 
ponds and waterfalls, and any of our group would be welcome to visit that part of it too. This is a 
drive yourself and the cost will be $10 to cover the cost of starting the engine. 
 
12th. July 2017  We will be taking the Grand River Dinner cruise this year. We have been 
before a couple of years ago, but this is always enjoyable for a leisurely cruise down the Grand 
River. This is a self drive event. The cost is $57.00 and includes a pre cruise show with coffee and 
muffins, a 3 course lunch aboard the boat during the 3 hour cruise, and also further entertainment 
after the cruise of you wish. 
 
NOTE:  We are always divided in opinions as to whether we should have drive yourself trips 
or arrange a bus. Using a bus generally adds about $25-$30 on to the cost. We know that some 
members do not like driving themselves, but it is obviously cheaper. If you would like a ride, rather 
than driving yourself, please let us know at the tables when you reserve your place, and likewise, if 
you would be prepared to take another couple, please let us know that also. If you are going to be 
driven, we feel that you should be prepared to drive to the driver’s home rather than the driver 
coming to pick you up. 

                                                                                                                                                      Russell Mewse 
 

 

  On the bus 

 
At the Napa Restaurant in Cambridge 

Waiting for Joseph 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                         The Probus Club of Oakville 
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                Other Positions 
 

 

  

 

 

President:                Stewart Bryan        842-4478              

Past President:      Robin Davison        339-1702              

Vice President:       Ross Prince             885-1418 

Secretary:                 Richard Bowie       257-8308 

Treasurer:                Wayne Gallant       681-3482 

 Speakers:                 Jack Talbot             639-8295             

 Activities:                 Russell Mewse       827-6007 

 Newsletter:             Helmut Erxleben   901-9268 

 Membership:         Gunther Lutz           844-0542 

 Liaison:                    Mike Purcell            845-4097 

 Website:                  Paul Nelson              469-4752 

   

 

 

 

              Management Committee 

 
Equipment                  Andreas Franke     338-5526 
 
Member Welfare       Grant Gooding        845-8943 
 
Auditor:                        Alex Murphy            337-2924 
 
50/50 Draw:               Ulrich Wickardt     465-0641 
                                      Roy Oldfield             847-2062 
 
Photographer             Peter Pretty            338-5583 
                                       ave Johnson         338-6076 
 
Greeter                          Jack Rugg                  820-1973 
 
                                                       

 

 

Probus Club  of Oakville 
P.O. Box 52127 

Oakville On 
L6J 7N5 

 
Email: oakvilleprobus@gmail.com 

 
Website: 

www.oakvilleprobus.com  

Meetings take place 10 am   

 on the third 

Thursday of each Month 

At the Quality Suites            

  754 Bronte Road OAKVILLE   
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